5 THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT MEDICARE

When You Turn 65

Dr. Seuss was a genius.
He guided children through the woes of life with
laughter and ease.

That’s the kind of guide you need on the
journey to turning 65 – and figuring
out Medicare.

• Thing 3: Maybe you’ll be able to
afford prescription coverage, but
maybe you won’t.

Maybe you feel a bit like Conrad and Sally
in The Cat in the Hat.

As Dr. Seuss says,

Sitting idly by, helpless to the destruction
that Thing 1 and Thing 2 caused around
the house.
When you approach age 65, you see the
writing on the wall.
You WILL have to figure out Medicare
and enroll in a plan.
• Thing 1: Maybe you’ll have to change
doctors, but hopefully you won’t.
• Thing 2: Maybe your medications will
be covered, but maybe they won’t.
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“All we could do was to
Sit!
Sit!
Sit!
Sit!
And we did not like it.
Not one little bit.”
You don’t have to be a victim to limited
healthcare options, sitting helplessly by as
Thing 1 and Thing 2 – and maybe even
more Things! – make choices for you.
Take control over the “Medicare Things” in
your life.
Here’s what you need to know about
Medicare.
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MEDICARE THING 1

Enrollment
When is it?
You can enroll in Medicare (Original
Medicare Parts A and B) during your
Initial Enrollment Period (IEP).
• 3 months BEFORE you turn 65.
• Your birthday MONTH (if your birthday
is June 5, then you can enroll any day
in June).
• 3 months AFTER you turn 65.
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MEDICARE THING 2

Understanding Medicare
What are the four parts?
• Part A: Hospital, skilled nursing care,
hospice and home health care.
• Part B: Medically necessary doctors’
visits, outpatient surgery, clinical lab tests,
physical therapy, home health care and
medical equipment.
• Part C: Medicare Advantage plans.
Coverage provided by private health
insurance companies.
• Part D: Outpatient prescription drug
coverage provided by private health
insurance companies.
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MEDICARE THING 3

Putting the Medicare Parts Together
How can I put a Medicare plan together?
Option 1
Put your customized health plan together
using the Original Medicare plans:
• Part A: Hospital insurance
• Part B: Medical insurance
• Part D: Prescription drug coverage
(optional)
• Medicare Supplement Insurance:
optional coverage that fills in Original
Medicare coverage gaps.
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Option 2
Medicare Part C, which includes:
• Part A: Hospital insurance
• Part B: Medical insurance
• And sometimes Part D: Prescription
drug coverage
Keep in mind that Medicare Part C is different
from supplemental coverage, which are separate
plans offered by private insurance companies.
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MEDICARE THING 4

Choosing a Plan
What are my coverage options?
There’s lots of room to customize
your Medicare coverage according to
your needs.
You won’t be limited to choosing from
one or two plan options.
Your decision will generally be dictated by:
• Your health.
• If you’re undergoing treatment for a
chronic condition.
• If you take prescriptions drugs regularly.
• The doctors you currently use – and if
you’re wanting to keep or are willing to
change doctors.
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• The hospital network you’d like to use.
• The amount of travel you do.
• Your medical costs from the previous
year.
• Your budget.
• Whether you prefer high monthly
premiums and no/low out-of-pocket
costs, or low monthly premiums and
higher out-of-pocket costs.
Remember that a low-priced plan may not
provide you with the best coverage or the
healthcare you need.
Working with a Medicare specialist, you’ll
be able to find ways to personalize your
healthcare needs to the Medicare coverage
that works for you.
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MEDICARE THING 5

How to Apply
How do I apply for Medicare?
Don’t go it alone when you’re applying
for Medicare.
Work with one of our Medicare specialists
to take control over the Medicare Things
and create a customized Medicare plan.
We’ve walked thousands of people like
you, who are turning 65 and need a trusted,
helping hand to ease the confusion.
When you call our office, you’ll speak to
the same Medicare specialist every time.
And we’ll help you figure out:
• The plans and Medicare companies that
are right for you.

• If your doctors and hospitals are on the
plan-provider list.
• If your prescription drugs are covered.
• Plan benefits and coverage.
• Monthly premium rates.
• The enrollment application.
We welcome all of your questions – and
we’ll work with you until you’re satisfied.
As Ohio’s premier Medicare insurance
provider, you can trust us to squash the
Things that are threatening your healthcare.
We’re with you from the start to the
finish – until you get approval from
your Medicare insurance company.

Give us a call today to get started –
or ask your first question!
1-800-722-7331
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